
Identify a Problem
Ideate stage: Step 1



Why?

Problem solving can help us to make a direct impact on the people and places around us. 

Identifying problems gives us further understanding of our society.  It also helps us to understand 

what exist and what not and based on that knowledge, one can generate new ideas and ways to 

solve those problems.

This step will help students to identify a problem by looking at what bothers them the most and 

which theme their identified problem lies.



Avishkaar Makeathon is about solving a problem:

● Identify a problem you care about.

● Find out in which theme it falls.

● Ideate the best solution.

● Make your solution workable

● Try and Test it with actual audience

● Showcase it to the world



Everything Starts with a 
QUESTION?



● How I can solve the water issues in my area?

● Is there something that I can make to improve learning in my country?

● I can see lots of e-waste getting created on everyday basis, how can I reuse it?

● India is a biggest country with most suitable weather conditions for different kinds of crops still 

our people are dying with hunger. Why?

● Can I make my house in space? Floating may be?

● Why my country is not considered as safe? Why there is so much of crime? What can I do about 

it??

Keep thinking about your everyday life and list down what bothers you and 
the questions that comes to your mind...



Now what next?



Here are some ideas/short activities to help you 
generate ideas and find the best solution according to 
you:





Steps to follow:

● Fill each diamond with the theme names or the ideas you have. 

● Cut out each of the diamonds and separate them.

● Put the thing you are least interested in at the bottom.

● Complete the diamond, showing your thoughts and ideas by, putting the things you find most 

interesting towards the top.

● What you’re most interested in should be at the top. 

● Now dig deeper into the top 3 areas and find what are your favorite things/most hammering 

issues about the top three points?



● Questions that you can answer are:

○ What’s going on locally, nationally, globally?
○ What changes could make a positive impact?
○ What inventions already exist in this field? 
○ What recent developments have there been? 
○ What key challenges are there? 

● Discuss and justify your choices and come to a common problem to work on.

By now,  you and your team should be in a position to make a more refined search in looking for the 
problem they want to solve. 



Now it’s time to prepare your summary:

Theme
What theme from the given themes it falls under? 

Problem
Outline what the issue you are finally focusing on?

Impact
Who would benefit from a solution? 

Ideas 
What are creative and possible ideas that are already coming into your mind?



Now, turn your problem into some key questions: 

How can we…?

Is there an alternative to…?

How much does…?

Could we create…?

What if…?

Is it possible…? 



Now that you have your problem, it’s time 
to start solving it!

Step 2: Generate ideas


